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literature, and, far worse, all manner of convivial Maecenases, hovered round Trim in Ms retreat; and his good as well as Ms weak qualities secured them influence over Mm. He was flattered by their notice; and his warm social nature made it impossible for him to shake them off, and hold on his way apart from them. These men, as we believe, were proximately the means of Ms ruin. Not that they meant him any ill; they only meant themselves a little good; if he suffered harm, let him look to it! But they wasted Ms precious time and Ms precious talent; they disturbed Ms composure, broke down his returning habits of temperance and assiduous contented exertion. Their pampering was baneful to him; their cruelty, wMch soon followed, was equally baneful. The old grudge against Fortune's inequality awoke with new bitterness in their neighbourhood; and Burns had no retreat but to cthe Rock,j)f^dependence/ which is but an air-castle after all, that looks well at a distance, but will screen no one from real wind and wet. Flushed with irregular excitement, exasperated alternately by contempt of others, and contempt of Mmself, Burns was no longer regaining his peace of mind, but fast losing it forever. There was a hollo wness at the heart of his life, for his conscience did not now approve what he was doing.
Amid the vapours of unwise, enjoyment, of bootless remorse, and angry discontent with Fate, his true loadstar^ , a life of Poetry, with Poverty, nay with Famine if ilTmust
* round Mm by a belt, from which depended an enormous Highland broad-sword.
* It was Burns.*   Now, we rather think, it was not Burns.   For, to say nothing of the fox-skin cap, the loose and quite Hibernian watchcoat with the belt, what are we to make of this * enormous Highland broad-sword* depending from him ?   More especially, as there is no word of parish constables on the outlook to see whether, as Dennis phrases it, he had an eye to his own midriff or that of the public I Burnsf, of all men, had the least need, and the least tendency, to seek for distinction! either in his own eyes, or those of others, by such poor mummeries.                       ]